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The work of construction began the past May 
and are planned to finish in February of 2012, wi-
th the result that the building will be operative for 
the 2012-2013 academic year.

This building responds to a program of specific 
needs in accordance with the directives gover-
ning university instruction relating to the EHEA.
It will house the School of Economics and Busi-
ness Administration in intimate connection with 
the current location of the School of Law, to the 
point of sharing a single point of entry and in-
terlacing its principal corridors in all of its floors. 
The new building will complement the currently 
available classrooms of the School of Law: New 
halls of diverse sizes for classrooms and mee-
ting rooms, in general smaller and directed to a 
lesser number of students. In addition, it will be 

adapted to the necessities of Graduate studies by 
providing classrooms and meeting rooms ideal 
for teaching the new Master’s and Doctoral pro-
grams.

The building will have 15,530m2 and four floors 
in the principal section. The central patio will ha-
ve a height of nearly 20 meters and dimensions 
of 23x23m. This patio will be the heart of the li-
fe of the School, a meeting place and a place for 
participation, a reference in the circulations and 
possibilities of use (exhibitions, presentations, 
musical activities, etc.)
The distinct spaces take advantage to a great 
degree of natural light, exploit visual angles re-
vealing the green and landscaped zones of the 

3.5  Improvements directed towards the provision 
    of spaces for the implantation of the European  
    Higher Education Area

3.5.1  New Postgraduate Building
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Campus, and participate in an immediate envi-
ronment that they share with other Schools, for-
ming a distinct urban setting.

The purely instructional activity will be carried 
out on the lower floors, with the second and hig-
her floors in the tower holding only offices and 
meeting rooms.

The building’s systems are appropriate for a sin-
gular building which will architectonically enrich 
the current grouping of buildings. The façades 
combine materials, both exposed concrete as 
well as ceramic cladding, corrugated metal and 
aluminum paneling in specific zones.

The equipment, in addition to the  ordinary sys- 
tems, will incorporate high-quality audiovisual 
systems and  their  corresponding automatic 
con- trols. In addition, a control system will be 
installed, which will permit controlling by com- 
puter the  different conditions of the  classrooms 
(lowering of blinds, heating and cooling, control 
of lights, screen, pro- jection, etc).

Sustainable Building

In an effort to obtain a better environmental pro-
file for the building, above and beyond the re-
quirements of the building code, the project has 
been specially designed to be ecologically frien-
dly in two basic aspects of the project: the pro-
duction and consumption of energy and the mini-
mization of maintenance.

1. EFFICIENT AND Low-ENErGy LIGHTING

The interior illumination of the new building will be 
controlled by presence detectors in the various spa-
ces and dependent rooms, and the specified con-
trol system will reduce the energy use by an esti-
mated 50%, based on:

> The uniformity of the illumination

> Control of the intensity of each lighting element 
in function of the quantity of natural light provi-
ded to the room from the exterior.

> Presence-sensing systems with automatic shu-
toff when the room is vacant.

> Assignment of lamps to distinct spaces via tele-
matics, which permits modifying lighitng distri-
bution without modifying the electrical installa-
tion and the lights themselves.

> Lamps requiring low energy and maintenance
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2. ProDuCTIoN AND rECuPErATIoN  
 oF ENErGy

The technical measures adopted for the project 
in accordance with the initially expressed criteria 
have been the following:

>  A more environmentally-friendly energy pro- 
duction, on the basis of high seasonal perfor-
mance condensation boilers and high perfor-
mance coolers with Turbocor technology in 
magnetic compressors which reduce the usa-
ge and sound emitted, so that the environ- 
mental behavior of the building is notably im- 
proved.

> The distribution of energy is realized via elec-
tronic pumping systems which permit redu-
cing exploitation costs and a minimization of 
consumption, thanks to the fact that they ad-
just perfectly to the point of delivery.

> As terminal elements in the climate-control 
system, underfloor heating has been used in 
common areas, which permits a considerable 
savings of energy, since it functions at lower 
temperatures; and fancoils and emitters desig-
ned to work at the same temperature as that 
produced by the underfloor heating. This sys-
tem is complemented by a system of primary 
air treatment which is able to recuperate a mi-
nimum of 40% of the energy which is lost wi-
th the extraction of air in order to maintain air 
quality at healthy levels.

> In those rooms which feature climate control 
systems, these are provided with heat reco-
very mechanisms and free-cooling sections, so 
that a savings is obtained of at least 40% of the 
energy which is eliminated via extraction.

All of these measure mean that the behavior of 
the building permits categorizing it environmen-
tally as Type B, despite the fact that in terms of 
energy use the savings will be above 60%.

3. INCrEASE oF FAçADE INSuLATIoN

The passive means of energy savings are equa- 
lly important, and  directly affect consumption. 
Going  beyond the  requirements of the  building 
code in force, the  project prescribes insulation of 
the  building façades superior to that required by 
building codes, which will maintain the  interior - 
exterior temperature difference more stable.

INDICATorS AND oBJECTIVES

15,530 m2 of facilities to be 
constructed

14 million euros  
Construction budget
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During the 2007/08 academic year the uN Scien-
ce Library was heavily remodeled to convert it 
into a Learning and research resource Center 
(LrrC), since this is considered an excellent mo-
del for the implementation and adaptation of the 
EHEA. Now, the university plans to remodel and 
expand the Humanities Library and convert it in-
to a resource center which is attractive and use-
ful for students. This will require the construc-
tion of a new floor for the LrrC.

The foreseeable result is an increase in visits (as 
occurred with the expansion of the Sciences Li-
brary) and a modification that the students ha-
ve of the Library, in order to perceive it as some-
thing more approachable, modern and adapted 
to their real needs. In particular, the plan see-
ks to maintain high levels of occupation of the 
group working rooms, and that the Schools and 
Centers consider the creation of more such ro-
oms outside of the Library itself.

The principal characteristics are as follows:

>  Study area. At least as many study seats will 
be provided as there are in the current study 
areas. There will be a renovation of the furnitu-
re and installation of electrical connections at 
the tables of a determined zone, in order to fa-
cilitate the use of laptop computers. The buil-
ding will have access to the wireless network.

> Group working zone with computers, in order 
to facilitate the use of electronic resources by 
the students. This zone will be separated from 
the study area.

> Group working rooms with tables, chairs, whi-
teboard and computer. It is estimated that 20 
rooms will be needed.

> Computer room (with 40 seats).

> An increase in the number of consultation com-
puters distributed in two or three zones of the 
Library.

> A rest zone, separated from the working zones; 
currently no such area exists in the current Li-
brary.

> Shelving zones in order to access the recom-
mended bibliography for the various courses.

INDICATorS AND oBJECTIVES

4,700 m2

7 million euros  
remodeling budget

3.5.2  Adaptation an Expansion of the Old Library


