
MUSEUM UNIVERSITY
OF NAVARRA
The Museum University of Navarra opened its doors in January 2015 on 
the University of Navarra campus in Pamplona, making it the first major 
university museum in Spain. Its creation has been possible thanks to the 
reception of two artistic legacies and donations for the financing of the 
building, designed by the architect Rafael Moneo.

This center was born with an international vocation and aimed at offering 
a public service. The university environment makes it possible for it to be 
constituted as a research, teaching and diffusing art center. The Museum's 
goal is to reach the whole community, to disseminate new forms and 
possibilities of artistic expression. The Museum is carrying out its mission 
through three areas; visual arts, performing arts and teaching.

Center for all arts
1. The Photography Collection:  started in 1981 after receiving the bequest 

of Jose Ortiz-Echague, one of Spain's major photographers of the 20th 
century. The collection now includes works by Clifford, Laurent, Beau-
corps, Roland Fisher and Joan Fontcuberta.

2. The bequest of María Josefa Huarte: this collection of paintings and 
sculptures includes about fifty works by Spanish and international ar-
tists such as Tapies, Chillida, Oteiza, Palazuelo, Kandinsky, Picasso and 
Rothko.

3. A center that integrates all arts: is an international art center of public 
interest, for the artistic creation, with an interdisciplinary, research and 
teaching character. It has also a theater for the performing arts.

215.000 
Pieces of art

276.000
Visitors in 3 years, in a city with a 
population of 200 thousand ha-
bitants

MUSEO UNIVERSIDAD
DE NAVARRA RESEARCH

TEACHING 
DISSEMINATION OF THE ARTS

The Museo Universidad de Navarra, designed by Rafael Moneo, opened it’s 
doors in 2015 on the University of Navarra campus in Pamplona to 
become the first major university museum in Spain. It is an international 
public service center for the artistic creation and reflection, with a focus 
on interdisciplinary research and teaching. It seeks for the union of the 
arts and the accompaniment of the artists through their whole 
creative process. 
Its main contribution is cultural: bringing art to everyone in the community 
and making people aware of the new forms and posibilitase of artistic 
expression while establishing a model of the university museum as a center 
of art research, teaching, dissemination and multiplication of the Arts.  

The collection
Includes the safekeeping, conservation and exhibition of two major 
initial legacies. The first was originated with the 1981 donation of the 
work and collection of José Ortiz Echagüe. Today, it consists of nearly 
22,000 works and represents the most relevant photography collec-
tion created in Spain. It includes works by early photographers such as 
Clifford, Laurent, Roland Fischer and Joan Fontcuberta. 
The second legacy includes the paintings and sculptures bequeathed by 
collector María Josefa Huarte in 2008, the most recent addition to the 
university collection. It includes about fifty works by artists such as 
Tàpies, Chillida, Oteiza, Palazuelo, Kandinsky, Picasso and Rothko.

20/years building 
the collection

22k+
pieces of art

165k+
visitors in 2 years

3 main areas:
» Visual Arts
» Performance stages
» Education: 

- Master in Curatorial Studies
- Research
- Public Programs
- Activities


