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1. Freedom and equality are fundamental values in people’s lives and democratic 
societies. The effective recognition of the dignity of all people is one of the greatest 
achievements in the history of humanity. Respecting this dignity is the basis for 
peaceful coexistence in our communities, which are increasingly more diverse and 
multicultural. Statements on human rights recognize that no one should be 
discriminated against for reasons of birth, race, sex, religion, opinion or any other 
personal or social condition or circumstance. 

2. It is the University’s obligation to help society to progress and move forward. Such 
progress is not measured by economic standards alone, but more often in terms of its 
ethical dimension. The University is therefore tasked with contributing to the 
education of citizens who are committed to developing their environment and who 
view their profession as a service to others. The University of Navarra follows the 
finest university traditions by ensuring that all its curricula include subjects that offer 
students the chance to think about life’s big questions, as well as the ethical foundations 
of their profession. These subjects develop students’ critical capacity by promoting the 
pursuit of truth rather than the dominance of intellectual fads and non-inclusive, one-
track thinking. They also provide information on problems so students can freely form 
their own opinions based on substantiated facts. 

3. Since it was founded, the University of Navarra has brought together people from all 
places and with many different mindsets, but with one shared goal: to seek information 
about people, the world and God. Universities must continue to be open places where 
no one is left out and where the focus is on teaching basic principles such as the fact 
that reason is stronger than force, the value of justice and solidarity, and the need to 
defend the freedom of students as well as teachers. 

4. These basic attitudes were in the mind of St. Josemaría Escrivá when he founded the 
University of Navarra. For him, “Everyone should be welcome in the university. It 
should be a place of study and friendship, a place where people who hold different 

                                                            
1 This document was written within the context of the Statement of Core Values of the University of 
Navarra 
(https://www.unav.edu/documents/11306/0/UNIVERSITY+STATEMENT+OF+CORE+VALUES.pdf), an 
expression of its Christian identity.  
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opinions which, in each period, are expressions of the legitimate pluralism which exists 
in society — may live together in peace.” 2. 

5. It is necessary to learn to combine freedom with truth. True university life involves 
seeking knowledge together, with the knowledge that human reason is capable of 
distinguishing between good and evil, and right and wrong. Because of its very nature, 
truth cannot be imposed on force, but can only be accepted for its certainty. In 
university classrooms, professors and students must be able to freely discuss all aspects 
of knowledge in an environment of peaceful coexistence. The maturity of this dialogue 
is measured by the climate of respect and trust, the conviction that something can 
always be gained by listening to opposing views, and the lack of prejudice that prevents 
people from recognizing the truth of the arguments presented. 

6. Besides offering an integrative approach to university work, the Christian identity of 
the University of Navarra strengthens and enlightens this way of acting. The Statement 
of Core Values defends the dignity and freedom of all people; it reminds us that charity, 
which includes the ability to understand others and live with them in peace, is the 
cornerstone of human relations; and it encourages everyone to make a commitment to 
building the common good and, therefore, a better world. 

7. The Gospel transmits a profound, positive conception of individuals, the family and 
society. In a diverse context like the one we live in, the Christian vision presented by 
the University in its teaching and research represents a valuable contribution to the 
common good. Proposing the existence of truths that can be known and shared (like 
the fundamental truths of the Christian tradition, from which even those who lack 
faith can benefit) is not mutually exclusive of the democratic spirit, because pluralism 
is not equivalent to relativism. In fact, our democracies are based on ethical truths such 
as the fact that all people have the same dignity, that problems must be solved through 
reason and dialogue, and that justice consists of giving each person his or her due. 

8. Providing an education that encourages students to seek the truth and think for 
themselves is the most effective way of moving forward on the road to equality and 
respect for pluralism. The University of Navarra is fully committed to these values. 

                                                            
2 Conversations with Mons. Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, No. 76. 


