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PALLIATIVE CARE IN THE AMERICAS 2025

Over 2,984,970 people
faced serious health-
related suffering (SHS)
in the PAHO region

CANCER

SHS
CONDITION IN THOUSANDS
Cancer 1,118,550
Lung disease 326,360
Dementia 282,770
Cerebrovascular diseases 274,430
Injury 190,740
Liver diseases 176,670
Other causes 615,38
Total 2,984,970

*Source: The Lancet Commission on Global Access to Palliative Care
and Pain Relief. Serious health-related suffering database, 2015.
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Ed ucation PALLIATIVE CARE EDUCATION FOR FUTURE DOCTORS AND NURSES:
.. THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES TEACHING MANDATORY PC
andTraining
= 30
countries officially recognize PC as a 5
medical specialty or subspecialty through 20
national regulatory authorities. 15
DIPLOMAS 10 :
6/35 have other kinds of diplomas with 5 .
official recognition (i.e, certification -
of the professional category or the job 0
osition) DOCTORS FORALL FORTHE FORTHE FORNO NODATA NURSES
p STUDENTS MAJORITY MINORITY STUDENTS ~ AVAILABLE
countries host Two of the 35 countries have an
national PC advanced level of peer-reviewed
conferences articles focusing on PC research: the
atleast every United States and Canada.
three years.
Health Policies
LEVEL CONTENT COUNTRIES YEAR NAME
NATIONAL O O O @ Actualized, evaluated or 5 PALLIATIVE Uruguay 2008 LawNo.18.335 - Palliative Care
PALLIATIVE CARE auditedin last 5 years CARELAWS
PLAN, PROGRAMME, Mexico 2008  Federal Law on Palliative Care
POLICY,OR O O @ O Actualized but notevaluated 9
STRATEGY orauditedinlast 5 years Colombia 2014  LawConsuelo Devis Saavedra.
O @ O O Developed over 4 Canada 2017  Framework on Palliative Care in
5yearsago Canada Act
@ O O O Not known or 17 Peru 2018 Lawthat Createsthe National Plan
does not exist for Palliative Care for Oncological
and Non-Oncological Diseases
.......................................................................... Chile 2021  LawNo.21.375-Establishes
Palliative Care and the Rights of
Persons with Terminal or Serious
: llinesses.
.- NATIONAL POLICY ORGUIDELINE : : : .
.. ON'ADVANCE CARE PLANNING: : : ::: CostaRica 2022  Palliative Care Law
. (ACP)ORADVANCEDIRECTIVES : : . :
Argentina 2022  LawNo.27.678- Palliative Care Law
Guatemala 2022  Decree Number 7-2022 - National
Law for Comprehensive Cancer Care
‘i : . Brazil 2023 LawN°14.758 of December 29,2023
: Pa“ent rights.. - National Policy for Cancer Prevention
e and Control within the SUS
: Paraguay 2024 Palliative Care Law
Ecuador 2025  OrganicPCLaw
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Specialized Services

PROVISION OF PALLIATIVE CARE SPECIALIZED PEDIATRIC PALLIATIVE CARE SERVICES
375 pediatric services are present in 22 countries
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Use of Medicines

8/35

Urban Availability of Essential
medicines at primary care centres

0/ 50

Urban Availability of Immediate-
Release Oral Morphine

Inthe Americas, stark disparities
persist between urban and rural areas
in access to essential palliative care
medicines, particularly opioids.
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