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Summary

Pancreatic cancer is the fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United States, with
an approximate 5-year survival rate of 5%. Although a number of genetic loci have
been implicated and confirmed in the progression of the disease, pancreatic cancer is
nevertheless an extremely heterogeneous condition, and consequent late detection
and lack of targeted therapy has continually presented clinicians with difficulties, both
in diagnosis and treatment. We are trying to characterize pancreatic tumors by
cytogenetics, molecular cytogenetics and chromosomal microarrays. We are trying to
find new loci and novel genes that may predispose also to genetic cancer. We are also
trying to establish a FISH panel to diagnose this type of tumor.

1) Validate the panel of FISH Probe-sets to detect these recurrent abnormalities of
diagnostic significance in pancreatic cancer.

2) Evaluate the ability of the Probe-sets to distinguish between early-stage and
advanced disease and determine other possible associations between the genomic
abnormalities and histologic/clinical features.

3) Validate their value in the clinical management of patients with pancreatic cancer.
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POSSIBILITY OF PhD

Maybe.
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