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These theories create communities centered on the collection of evidence and the formulation of 
theories that link evidence into a reasoned whole. Because such groups are adept at discerning 
associations, the introduction of contrary evidence is simply proof of the manipulative skill of the 
secret cabal trying to mislead the public. It requires renewed determination to discern the pattern 
that lies beneath. It is this characteristic that makes conspiracy theories functionally irrefutable. 
 
For many, especially those not fully invested in conspiracy explanations, evidence-based 
approaches can be effective. For those more fully caught up in the conspiracy narrative, three 
approaches are available: to impeach the sources of information, to question the motives of those 
sources, and to relieve the sense of chaos that gives rise to conspiratorial thinking to begin with. 
 
In pursuit of countering narratives of creeping sharia, Muslim infiltration of government and other 
related plots, these other tools need to be explored, clarified, honed and deployed. 

   


