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The challenge of AIDS

SIR - I do not think you were entirely fair when criticising the pope for
saying that condarms are not useful for preventing AI0DS in &frica (“Sex and
sensibility™, March 21st), Some of your reasoning was based on mistaken
and biased information about AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections
(STI). Tou cited Thailand, for example, but did not mention the increase in
STI armong its yvouth despite the extensive promotion of condoms there, In
Spain STI are also on the rise, even though the use of condorms among its
voung people is the highest in Europe,

Fecent studies in leading science journals shaow that condarms have not been
effective as a prlmar’y preventmn strategy to tackle the AIDS epidemic in
africa, Sadly, there is no magic bullet,
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